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GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Or THE MEMBERS * 


NE w JERUSALEM CHURCH. 


General Conference of all the Readers of the The- 
+ 2 ological Writings of -EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
who are deſirous of rejeCting, and ſeparating themſelves 
from the Od Church, having been called by a Circular 
| Letter, dated December-7, 1788, iſſued by the Members of 
the New Jeruſalem Church in London, to be held in Great 
| Eaſt Cheap, London, the 13th Day of April, 1789; 


many Lovers of the Truths contained in the ſaid Wri- i 
tings, from different Pars of the Kingdom, and from. 


abroad, attended accordingly, After a Prayer ſuited to 


the particular Occaſion of the Day, and for the Profſ- 
- perity of the New Church at large, a Member of the 
| London Society adgreſſed the Meeting in the following 
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&, Friends and Brethren, - 


" I am directed by the Members of the New Jeruſa- 
lem Church in London, te thank you, in their Name, 
for the Readineſs you have ſhewn in accepting their 


unſpeakable Pleaſure to find; that the Heavenly Doctrines 


of the New Jeruſalem are now manifeſting themſelves in 


this Land, and that in every Quarter of the Globe the 


Invitation to this General Conference. It gives them 


Lord's New Church is in ſome ſmall Degree beginning 


to make it's Appearance. May the Lord haſten the 


Time, when Righteouſneſs ſhall cover the Earth, as the 


Waters cover the Sca! 


<« Be aſſured, that Nothing but a ſincere Love to 


Mankind in general, and an ardent Deſire to promote 


their ſpiritual Welfare, could have induced them to ſep 
forward on the preſent Occafion, and call yqur Attention 


to Subjects, which, however new, or oppoſed to the 


Prejudices and Miſconceptions of -the preſent Day, are 


nevertheleſs of the utmoſt Moment and Importance to 
NEE 1 


. With Hearts filled with Gratitude to the moſt mer- 
ciful Lord Jeſus, for the greateſt of all Mercies, his 


Second Advent; and warmed with Affection towards 


their Brethren of the New Church, the Society of Lon- 
don can with Freedom and Confidence communicate 
their Sentiments to all preſent ; not doubting but the 
ac hich they truſt actuate 
1 EF = 5 A | themſelves, 
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themſelves, will be equally manifeſted on the Part of the 
Friends now aſſembled. Under this Perſuaſion, and that 
all our Proceedings may be conducted with Harmony 


| and good Order, they have directed me to requeſt, that 


| the Meeting at large do now proceed to the Election of 
a Preſident and Secretary, to officiate in their reſpective 
Capacities during the preſent Conference.“ 


a 


Hereupon the Meeting unanimouſly appointed Mr. 
Henry PECK1TT, of London, to be Preſident; and 
Mr. RonzteT BEATSON, of Rotherham, in Yorkſhire, 


to be Secretary. 


| When the Preſident had taken his Seat, he opened 
the Buſineſs of the Conference in the following Manner : 


It is preſumed, that all preſent are well acquainted 
with the Deſign of the preſent Meeting, that it is, as 
ſtated in the Circular Letter, for the Purpoſe of con- 


ſidering the moſt effectual Means of promoting the Eſta- 


bliſhment of the New Church, diſtin& from the Old, 
and for entering into ſuch Reſolutions, as may appear 
neceſſary in a Work of ſo great Importance. I truſt, 
that the utmoſt Harmony will be' preſerved during the 


Whole of this Conference ; and that each Member, in - 
delivering his Sentiments, will ever keep in Mind the 


Neceſſity of Humility, and guard againſt every domineer- 


ing Spirit, that might attempt to infeſt his Mind, by 


perſuading him that he alone 1s 1n the true 2 
that his Judgment is ſuperior to that of others ; 
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knowing, that of himſelf he can neither think a good 
Thought, nor ſpeak a good Word, but that every good 
and perfect Gift proceeds from the Father of Mercies, 
even the Lord God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who alone 
is the true Fountain and Source of all Life and Light. 
In his Name, and by the Influence of his Holy Spirit, 
may all our Proceedings be begun and carried on! 


„ Senſible of the many Difficulties we have to en- 
counter, and of our Inability, without Divine Aſſiſtance, 
to perform the Taſk before us, let us remember, that 
whatever may be done in our preſent weak and imperfeR 
State, can only be preparatory to the future complete 
and glorious Eſtabliſhment of the Lord's Kingdom upon 
Earth; to effect which great and bleſſed End, frequent 
Conferences will no Doubt be neceſſary, in Order that 
Unanimity and Harmony may prevail-in all the Societies 
of the New Church, whereſoever they may be formed 
throughout the World. In the mean Time, let us offer 
up our united Prayers to the Omnipotent Jehovah Jeſus, 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, that he 

would be pleaſed to preſide in the preſent Aſſembly, and 

by his Divine Preſence warm our Hearts with Love to 
Himſelf and his Kingdom, enlighten our Underſtandings 
with the pure and genuine Light of Heaven, an!] ſo bleſs 
our feeble Endeavours at this Time, that they "ay tend 
to the further Exaltation of his great and holy Name, 
and a more general Reception of the glorious Truths of 
the New Jeruſalem,” 
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The following Paſſages extracted from the True 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, written by the Hon. EMa- 
NUEL SWEDENBORG, were then read; wherein is con- 
- tained an Account of the New Angelic, Heaven forming 
in the Spiritual World, and a View of the principal 
Arcana of the New Church now revealed to Mankind. 


46 108. I ſhall relate the following Particulars, which 


I know to be true, becauſe I have been an Eye-Witneſs Ne 


of them, and therefore can teſtify the Truth of them. — 
There is at this Day a new Angelic Heaven forming by 
the Lord, conſiſting of ſuch only as believe on the Lord 
God and Saviour, and approach Him immediately as the 
Object of their Worſhip; and all others are rejected. 
Wherefore, from henceforth, if any one cometh from a 
Chriſtian Country into the Spiritual World, where every 
| Maniis received after Death, and doth not believe on the 
Lord, and approach Him alone as the Object of his 
Worſhip, and cannot then receive this Doctrine con- 
cerning hi m, in Conſequence of a miſ- ſpent Life, or a 
Confirmation of himſelf in Falſes, he is rejected at his 
firſt Approach towards Heaven, and his Face is thence 
averted, and turned towards the Region below, whither 
he goeth, and joineth himſelf in Society with thoſe there, 
who are ſignified in the Revelation by the Dragon and 
Falſe Prophet. The Prayers alſo of every Man that 
| liveth in a Chriſtian Country, and doth not believe on 
the Lord, are henceforth not attended to, but are in 
Heaven like ill- ſcented Odours, or like Eructations from 
corrupted Lungs ; and although he may fancy that his 
Prayer is like the Perfume of Incenſe, yet in it's Aſcent 
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to the Angelic Heaven, it is but like the Smoke of 4 
Chimney, which by the Violence of the Wind is driven 
down into the Eyes of Men below, or like the Incenſe 
from a Cenſer under a Monk's Cloak : This is the Caſe 
from henceforward with all Worſhip which is directed 
towards a Trinity of diſtin& Perſons, and not towards a 
Trinity conjoined in One Perſon. 


6 846. J was once raiſed up as to my Spirit into the 
Angelic Heaven, and introduced to a particular Society 
therein; and immediately ſome of the wiſe Ones of the 
Society came to me and ſaid, WHAT NEWS FROM. 
EARTH ?—1 replied, This is New, that the Lord hath 
revealed Arcana, which in Point of real Excellence ex- 
ceed all the Arcana heretofore rey caled ſince the Begin- 
ning of the Church. They aſked, What Arcana ? 1 
anſwered, The following, I. That in all and every Part 
of the Word there is a SPIRITUAL SENSE correſponding 
with the natural Senſe, and that the Word by that Senſe 
is a Medium of Conjunction between Mankind and the 
Lord, and alſo of Conſociation with Angels, and that 
the SanQity of the Word refideth,in that Senſe. II. That 


the CORRESPONDENCIES, of Which the ſpiritual Senſe 


of the Word conſiſteth, are diſcovered ; And the Angels 
aſked, Had the Inhabitants of the Earth no Knowledge 
heretofore concerning Correſpondencies? I replied, None 
at all; and that the Doctrine of Correſpondencies had 
been hidden now for ſome Thouſands of Years, viz. 
| ſince the Time of Job; that at that Time, and in the 

Ages before it, the Science of Correſpondencies was 
eſteemed the Chief of Sciences, being the Fountain of 
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Wiſdom to Man, becauſe it was the Fountain of Know 
ledge concerning ſpiritual Things relating to Heaven and 
the Church ; but that that Science, by Reaſon of jt's 
being perverted to idolatrous Purpoſes, was ſo obliterat ; 
and deſtroyed by the Nivine Providence of the Lord, that 
no Traces of i it were left remaining: That neyertheleſs 
at this Time it was again revealed by the Lord, in Order 
to effect a Conjunction of the Members of the Church 
with Him, and their Conſociation with the Angels 
Which Purpoſes are effected by the Word, in which 
and every. Thing are Correſpondencies. The Angels 
were much rejoiced to hear, that it had pleaſed the Lord 
to reveal this great Arcapum, which had lain hid ſo deep 
for Thouſands af Years ; and they ſaid, that it ꝓvas dane 
with this View, that the Chriſtian Church, which is 
founded on the Word, and is now at it's Period, may 
again revive, and derive Spirit thrgugh Heaven from the 
Lord. They inquired whether it was diſcgvered at this 
Day by that Science, what is ſignified hy BAPTISM, and 
what by the Flory SuePzR, which haye given Birth 
| heretofore to ſo man many various Conjectures about their | 
true Meaning ? and I replied, That it was diſcovered, 
III. I further ſaid, That a Revelation was made by the 
Lord at this Day concerning the Lirg O Men ATTER 
Darn; the Angels replied, How concerning Lifg. 
after Death? whodoth not know that Man liveth after 
Peath? I replied, They know it and they do not kno 
it; they ſay that it is not Man who then liveth, but his 
Soul, and that this is then a living Spirit,; and their Idea | 
of. ie is like that of Wind, or Ather; D thus they 0 
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ſiſt that Man doth not live till the Day of the laſt Judg- 
ment, and that then the corporeal Parts, which had been 
left behind in the World, (notwithſtanding -their having 
been eaten up by Worms, Mice, and Fiſh) will be col- 
lected together again, and again fitted and formed into a 
Body, and that thus they will riſe again as Men, Here- 
upon the Angels ſaid, What a Notion is this! Who 
doth not know that Man liveth as a Man after Death, 
with this Difference alone, that he then liveth a ſubſtan- 
tial Man, and not a material Man as before, and that the 
ſubſtantial Man is viſible to the ſubſtantial Man, juſt as 
the material Man is to the material, and that they know 
no Difference, except that they are in a more perfect 
State. IV. The Angels aſked, What do they know on 
Earth concerning our World, and concerning HEA EN 
AND Heil? I anſwered, Nothing at all; but that it 
had pleaſed the Lord to diſcover,. at this Day, the Na- 
ture and State of the World in which Angels and Spirits 
live, conſequently the Nature and State of Heaven and 
Hell; and alſo that Angels and Spirits are in Conjunc- 
tion with Men, with many other wonderful Particular 
concerning them. The Angels rejoiced to hear that the 
Lord had been pleaſed to reveal ſuch Things to Man- | 
kind, that ſo they might no longer live in Doubt reſpect⸗ | 
ing their Immortality, in Conſequence of their Ignorance 
of a future State. V. I further added, The Lord hath 
been pleaſed at this Day to reveal, that there is in your 
World a Sun, diſtin from the Sun in our World, and 
that the Sun of yaur World is pure Love, and that the - 
Sun i in our World is pw Fire, and that therefore what- 
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foever proceedeth from your Sun, by Reaſon of it's be- 
ing pure Love, hath Some what of Life in it, and that 
whatſoever proceedeth from our Sun, by Reaſon of it's 
being pure Fire, hath in it Nothing of Life; and that 
hence ariſeth the Diſtinction between what is Spi- 
RITUAL and what is NATURAL, which Diſtinction 
heretofore unknown is now revealed ; hereby alſo is diſ- 
covered the Source of that Light which enlighteneth the 
human Underſtanding with Wiſdom, and the Source of 
that Heat which kindleth Love in the human Will. 
VI. It is further revealed, that there arc three Degrees of 
Life, and that conſequently there are three Heavens, and 
that the Mind of Man is di ſtinguiſhed into the ſame De- 
grees, and that hereby Man correſpondeth with the 
three Heavens. The Angels aſked, Did not they know 
this before? I replied, They knew Somewhat of a 
Diſtinction of Degrees in Relation to more or leſs, but 
Nothing of their Diſtinction in Relation to prior and 
oſterior. VII. The Angels then inquired whether any 
Ning elſe had been revealed? I ſaid, Much more be- 
ſides, as concerning the LasT JUDGMENT ; concern- 
ing the Los, that He is the God of Heaven and Earth; 
that God i is One both in Perſon and Effence, in whom 
is a Divine Trinity, and that He is the Lord ; alſo con- 
cerning the NEw CHURCH. about to be eſtabliſhed by 
Him, and concerning the Doctrine of the Church; con- 
cerning the SaxcTITy of the SACRED SCRIPTURE ; 3 
that the APOCALYPSE alſo is revealed; and moreover 
concerning the INHABITANTS of the PLANETS; and 


concerning the, EARTH s in the Univerſe ; ; belides many Z , 
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ſhemorable and wonderful Particulars relating to the Spi- 


fitual World, whereby ſeveral Things connected with 
Wiſdom haze been revealed from Heaven, 


= 847. In fore further Converſation with the Angels; 
1 acquainted them, that the Lord had been pleaſed to 
make a Revelation to the World on another Subject: 
They aſked on what Subject? 1 faid; In Relation to A — 
Lava Rory Cox JUGAL, and it's ſpiritual Delights; 
and the Angels faid! Who doth not know, that the De- 
| lights of Conjugal Love exceed the Delights of every 
other Kind of Love ?. and who cannot conceive, that 
there muſt be ſome particular Kind of Love on which 
are amaſſed together all the Bleſſedneſſes, Joys, and De- 
lights, which it is in the Power of the Lord to beſtow; 
and that the Receptacle of thoſe Bleſſedneſſes, Joys, and 
Delights; i is true Conjugal Love, inaſmuch as it correſ- 
pondeth with the Love of the Lord ahd the Church, and 
15 capable of receiving and perceiving ſuch Bleſſedneſſes, 
Joys, and Delights, in a full and ſenſible Manner? 1 
replied, Mankind on Earth know Nothing of all this, 
becauſe they have not approached the Lord, and there- 
fore haye not ſhunned the Conciipiſtencies of the Fleſh, 
and cohſequently could not be regenerated, and Love 
truly conjugal 1 IS only from the Lord, and given to thoſe 
Who re regenerated by him ; and theſe alſo are they who 
are received into the Lord's New Church, which is un- 
rſtood in the Revelation by the New Jeruſalem: To 
= I added, that 1 had a Doubt whether Meh on Earth 
nt this Day 1 were diſpoſed to believe, that Conjugal Love 
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th itſelf is ſpiritual, and conſequently grounded inRe- 
ligion, inaſmuch as they entertaif only corporeal Ideas 
concerning it ; and of Courſe they will hardly be per- 
ſuaded to believe; that, by Reaſon of it's religious Ground, 
It is ſpiritual with ſuch as are ſpiritual, natural with ſuch 
bs are natural, and 2 carnal with Adulterers. 


« 848. The Angels, on wins an Account of all 
theſe new Diſcovetles made to Mankind, were much re- 
Joiced ; but they ſaw that I was ſorrowful and dejected, 
and they aſked, What is the Cauſe of thy Sorrow? I re- 


plied, Becauſe theſe Arcana at this Day revealed by the 
Lord, notwithſtanding their Superiority in Excellence and 


Dignity above all the Knowledges that have been hereto- 
fore publiſhed to the World, are yet reputed on Earth as 


Things of no Value. The Angels wondered at this, 


and requeſted the Lord's Permiſſion to look down into 
| the World; and they looked down; and lo! mere Dark. 


© neſs was therein: And it was ſuggeſted to them to write 


thoſe Arcana vn a Paper; and let the Paper down on 


Earth, and then they would ſee 4 Prodigy; and they did 


ſo, and lo! the Paper; on which the Arcana were writ-⸗ 


ten, was let down from Heaven, and in it's Progreſs; 
Whilſt it was yet in the Spiritual World, it ſhone bright 
Uke a Star, but when it came intò the Natural World: 
the Light diſappeared, and as It fell on the Ground, it 
was totally darkened; and when it was let down by the 
Angels amongſt ſome Aſſemblies conſiſting of learned 
Clergy and Laity, many of them were heard to mutter 
Wonks to this Effect, What haye we got here? Is it any 


| Thing 
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Thing or Nothing ? What matters it whether we know 
thoſe Things, or do not know them? Surely they are 
the Offspring of Imagination and a diſordered: Brain: 


And it appeared as if ſome took the Paper and folded it 


into different Shapes, and then again unfolded it with 
their Fingers; and alſo as if ſome tore it in Pieces, and 
were deſirous to tread it under their Feet; but they were 
prevented by tlie Lord from proceeding to ſuch Enor- 
mity, and the Angels were charged to take up the Paper 
back again, and ſecure it ; and becauſe theſe Things af. 
fected the Angels with Sorrow, and they began to think 
with themſelves how long the Darkneſs on Earth would 
continue, it was told them, For a T IME, AND 
Tiurs, AnD HALF a Tims,” Rev. Xit. 14. 


849. After this I heard a confuſed Murmur from 


below, and at the ſame Time theſe Words, Do Mi- 


BACLES, AND WE WILL BELIEVE; and J replied, Are 
not the Things above-mentioned Miracles ? and Anſwer 
was made, They are not: And I aſked, What Miracles 
then do you mean? and they ſaid, Diſcover and reveal 
future Events, and we will believe; but I replied, Such 
Diſcovery and Revelation are not allowed by the Lord, 
ſince in Proportion as Man knoweth futiire Events, in 
the ſame Proportion his Reaſon and Underſtanding, to- 

gether with his Prudence and Wiſdom, fall into an In- 
dolence of Inexertion, and thereby loſe their Activity, 
and their very Exiſtence: And I aſked again, What other 
Miracles ſhall I do? and they cried out, Do ſuch as 


Nala did in Egypt; and I replied, Poſlibly ye may 
| 5 harden 
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" Harden your Hearts againſt them, as Pharaoh and tha 
Egyptians: did; and they ſaid, We will not; and again 
I replied, Aſſure me of a Certainty that ye will not dance 
around a golden Calf, and worſhip. it, as the Poſterity 
of Jacob did within about a Month after they had ſeen 
the whole Mount Sinaj on Fire, and had heard Jehovah 
Himſelf ſpeaking out of the Fire, conſequently after 
being Witneſſes to the greateſt of all Miracles; Ca golden 
Calf in the ſpiritual Senſe fi ignifies carnal Pleaſure , and 
Reply was made from below, We vill not be like the 
Poſterity of Jacob. But at that Inſtant I heard a Voice 
from Heaven ſaying to them, If ye believe not Moſes and 
the Prophets, that is, the Word of the Lord, neither 
will ye be convinced by Miracles, any more than the 
Poſterity of Jacob were in the Wilderneſs, or when they 
ſaw with their Eyes the une which the Lord did 
during His Abode on Earth. f 


« $59, Alter this 1 faw ſome Spirits aſeending from 

| below, whence the Voices proceeded, who, addreffi 
me in a deep Tone of Voice, ſaid, Why did thy Lord 
reveal the long Liſt of Arcana, which thou haſt juſt now 
enumerated, to thee who art a Layman, and not to ſome 
one of the Clergy ? To which 1 replied, That this was 
according to the Lord's good Pleaſure, who prepared mg. | 
for this Office from my earlieſt Years; nevertheleſs I 
will alſo aſk you a Queſtion in- Reply, Why did the 
Lord, when he was on Earth, chooſe Fiſhermen for his 
Diſciples, and not ſome of the Lawyers, Scribes, Prieſts, 
or r Rabbies; 3 ponder well this Ci rcurnſtance in your 


Mug, 
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Minds, and form a right Judgment concerning it, and 
ye will diſcover the Reaſon ; hereupon they began to 
murmur, and afterwards they. were lilent, 


46 $51. I am aware that many, who read the Memo- 
rable Relations annexed to each Chapter of this Work, 
will conceive that they are the Fictions of Imagination; 
but I proteſt in Truth that they are not Fictions, but 
were really ſeen and heard ; 5 Not ſeen and heard in any 


State of the Mind 4 in Sleep, but in a State when I was 


broad awake; for it hath pleaſed the Lord to manifeſſ 
Himſelf to me, and to fend me to teach the Things 
relating to his New Church, which is meant by the New 
Jeruſalem in the Revelation; for which Purpoſe he hath 
opened the Interiors af my Mind, or Spirit, by Virtuę 
of which Privilege at was granted. me to haye,Cammerce 
with Angels in the Spiritual World, and at the ſamg 
Time with Men in the Natural World, and that now for 
twenty-ſeven Years, Who in the Chriſtian World 


would haye known any Thing concerning HEAyEN and 


Hz, unleſs it had pleaſed the Lond. to open ſpiritual 
Viſion in ſome Perſon or other, and to ſhew and teach 


what relates to the Spiritual World? That ſuch Things 
do really appear in the Heavens, as are deſcribed in the 
above Memorable Relations, | is clearly eyident from 
ſimilar Things, being feen and deſeribed by Joan in the 


| Apocalypſe, and alſo by the PROrHETs in the Word of 


the Old Teſtament. In the AroCaLYPsE we read, that 
John ſaw the Son or Man in the Midſt of ſeven,Can- | 
fleſticks 5 that. he ſaw a. Tabernacle, a Temple, an Ar K, 
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and an Altar in Hcaven; a Book ſealed with ſeven Seals, 
the Book opened, and in Conſequence thereof Horſes 
going forth; ſour Animals about the Throne; twelve 


. thouſand choſen out of each Tribe; .Locuſts.aſcend from 


_ the bottomleſs Pit; a Woman bringing forth a Man- 
Child, and flying into a Wilderneſs by Reaſon of the 
Dragon ; two Beaſts, one aſcending out of the Sea, the 
other from the Earth; an Angel flying in the Midſt of 
Heaven, having the everlaſting Goſpel ; a glaſſy Sea 
mixed with Fire; ſeven Angels having the ſeven 
Plagues; Vials poured out by them on the Earth, on 
the Sea, on the Rivers, on the Sun, on the Throne of 
the Beaſt, on Euphrates, and on the Air; a Woman | 
fitting on a. Scarlet Beaſt; a Dragon caſt out into a Lake 
of Fire and Sulphur; a white Horſe; a great Supper; 
1 Neun Heaven and New Earth; the Holy Jeruſalem 
ing down from Heaven, deſcribed as to it's Gates, | 
N. s Wall, and Foundations; alſo a River of the Water 
of Life, and Trees of Life bearing Fruit every Month; 
with many Things beſides, which were all ſeen by 
Jonn,:whillt as to his Spirit he was in the Spiritual, 
World and in Heaven. Not to mention what Things 
| were ſeen by the Apoſtles after the Lord's Reſurrection, 
as by PETER, Acts xi. and by PAUL, and alſo by the 
PROPHETS in the Old Teſtament-; as by EZECHIEL, 
that he faw four Animals, which were Cherubs, Chap. 
i. and x. and a New Temple, and a New Earth, and 
an Angel meaſuring them, Chap. xl. to xviii. that he 
was carried to Jeruſalem, and ſaw there Abominations, 


and alſo to Chaldea, Chap. vill, and xi. The Caſe was 
I) C the 
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the "OH with ZECHARIAH, in that heſaw a Man riditig 
amongſt Myrtle- I'rees, Chap: i. 8; that he ſaw four 
Horns; and afterwards a Man with a Meaſuring-Line in 
his Hand, Chap. iii. that he ſaw a flying Roll and an 
Ephah, Chap. v. 1, 6; that he ſaw four Chariots and 
Horſes between two Mountains, Chap. vi. 1; &c. So 
again with DANIEL, in that he ſaw four Beaſts aſcending 
out of the Sea, Chap. vii. 1, &c. that he ſaw. the Son 
of Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven; whoſe Do- 
minion ſhall not paſs away, and whoſe Kingdom ſhall 
hot be deſtroyed, Chap. vii. 13, 14 that he ſaw the 
Fighting of the Ram and the He- Goat, Chap, viii. 1; 
Kc. that he ſaw the Angel Gabriel, and converſed with 
him, Chap. ix. that the young Man of - Eliſha ſaw 
Chariots and Horſes of Fire about Eliſha, and: that he 
faw them when his Eyes were opened; 2 Kings vi. 17. 

F rom theſe; and ſeveral other Inſtances in the Word, it 
is evident; that the Things which exiſt in the Spiritual 
World have appeared to many, both before and ſince the 
Coming of the Lord: What Wonder then is it, that the 

fame T hings ſhould now alſo appear, at the Commences 
ment of the Church, or when the New Jeruſalem 2 | 


coming 3 out of Heaven VV 


Having beiden cheſs Exiraths, ihe Circutar Lewes 
wes then read; of which the following is a Cop. 


copy 
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New JERUSALEM CHUR ch 


Great Eaſt Cheap, ele 

a E Dec. 7, 1788. 
AT a Full Aon of the Members of the New 
Jeruſalem Church, who aſſemble at the above Place, 


for the Purpoſe of conſidering the moſt effectual Means 


of promoting the Fitabliſhment of the New Church, 
- diſtin from the Old, both in this and other Ebbs 
it was unanimouſly agreed, that a General CON- 


FERENCE of all the Readers of the Theological 
Writings of EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, who are de- 


ſirous of rejecting, and ſeparating themſelves from the 
Old Church, or the preſent eſtabliſhed Churches, to- 
_ gether with all their Sectaries, throughout Chriſtendom, 


and of fully embracing the Heavenly Doctrines of the 


New Church, be held in Great Eaſt Cheap, London, on 


_ Faſter Monday, the 13th Day of April, 1789; when the 
following Propoſitions, containing the principal Doo 
trines of the New Church, will be taken into ſerious 


Conſideration, and ſuch Reſolutions ſubmitted to the 


ſaid Meeting, as may be found neceſſary to promote * 
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PROPOSITIONS. 
I. That Jehovah God, the Creator of Heaven and 


Earth; is One in Eſſence and in Perſon, in whom is a 
Divine Trinity, conſiſting of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, like Soul, Body, and Operation in Man; and that 
the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is that God. True 
Chriſtian e, n. 5 to 24, 25 164 to 171, 180. 


II. That Jehovah God Himſelf came down from 1 
ven as Divine Truth, which is the Word, and took 


upon him Human Nature for the Purpoſe of removing 


Hell from Man, of reſtoring the Heavens to Order, and 
of preparing the Way for a New Church upon Earth; 
and that herein conſiſts the true Nature of Redemption, 


which was effected ſolely by the Omnipotence of the 


Lord's Divine Humanity. True Chrift, Rel. n. ow 86, 


115 to I17, 124, 125. 


III. That a Trinity of "ER Perſons exiſting fre: 
Eternity, or before the Creation of the World, when con- 
ceived in Idea, is a Trinity of Gods, which cannot be 


expelled by the Oral Confeſſion of One God. Tru? 


Chriſt. Rel. n. 172, 173 


IV. That to believe rs: to have conſiſted i in 


the Paſſion of the Croſs, is a fundamental Error of the 


Old Church; and that this Error, together with that re- 
lating to the Exiſtence of Three Divine Perſons from 
Eternity, hath perverted the whole Chriſtian Church, ſo 

e 98 that 
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that Nothing Spiritual is left remaining in it. T; rue 
rg. Kel. n. 1 32, 133. 


V. That all Prayers directed to a Tiinity of diſtinet 
Perſons, and not to a Trinity conjoined in One Perſon, 
are henceforth. not attended to, but are in Heaven like 
ill- ſcented Odours. True Chriſt. Rel. n. 108. 4 
VI. That hereafter no Chriſtian can be admitted into 
Heaven, unleſs he believeth in the Lord God and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, and approacheth him alone. True 
Grit. Rel. n. 10 107, 108, 


VII. That the Doctrines univerſally aaa in 990 
Od Church, particularly reſpecting Three Divine Per- 
ſons, the Atonement, Juſtification by Faith alone, the 
ReſurreQion of the material Body, &c. &c. are highly 
dangerous to the Riſing Generation, inaſmuch as they 
tend to ingraft in their Infant Minds Principles diame- 
trically oppolite to thoſe of the New Church, and con- 
ſequently hurtful to err Salvation. Frue Chri iſt. Rel. r n. 
23» 73" erent 47 


VIII. That the 3 1 Athanaſian Dodtine 
concerning a Trinity have together given Birth to a 
Faith, which. hath entirely overturned the Chriſtian 
Church. True Chr; 10 Rel. n. 177. ö 

IX. That OE is come that 3 of Deſo- 
lation, and that Affliction, ſugh as. was not in all the 
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World, neither ſhall he, which the Lord hath foretold 
in Daniel, and the Evangeliſts, and the Revelation, 
True Chriſt. Rel. n. 179. 


X. T hat hence too it is come to paſs, that unleſs 4 


New Heaven and a New Church be eſtabliſhed by the 


Lord, no Fleſh can be ſaved, True Chr. iſt. Rel. n. 182, 


XI. That the Word of the Lord is Holy; and that 


it containeth a three-fold Senſe, namely, Celeſtial, Spi- 


fityal, and Natural, which are united by Correſpondences ; 
and that in each Senſe it is Divine Truth, accommo- 
dated reſpectively to the Angels of the Three Heavens, 
and alſo to Men on 3 Tu. Or. . Rel. n. 193 
to 21 3. | 


x11. That the Books of the Word axe all thoſe which 
have the internal Senſe, which are as follow, viz. in 
che Old Teſtament, the ſive Books of Moſes, called Ge- 
neſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy ; ; 


the Book of Joſhua, the Book of Judges, the two Books 


of Samuel, the two Books of Kings, the Pſalms of David, 
the Prophets Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezechiel, 


Daniel, Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 


Malachi; and in the New Teſtament, the four Evan- 


geliſts, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and the Revela- | 


tion. And that the other Books, not having the internal 
Senſe, are not the Word. Arcana Cele eftia, n. 1938 5, 
PRs n. 266. HYhie Herſe, % 19.77 
| XIII. 
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XIII. That in the Spiritual World there is a Sun 
Gisa from that of the Natural World, the Eſſence of 
which is pure Love from Jehovah God, who is in the 
Midſt thereof; that the Heat alſo proceeding from that 
Sun is in it's Eſſence Love; and the Light thenee. pro- 
ceeding is in it's Eſſence Wiſdom £ and that by the 
Inſtrumentality of that Sun all Things were created, and 
continue to ſubſiſt, both in the Spiritual and in the 
Natural World. True Chriſt, . n. 75. e n. 5. 


XIV. that immediately on the Death of FG material 
Body, (Which will never be fe- aſſumed) Man riſes again 
as to his ſpiritual” or ſubſtantial Body, wherein he exiſteth 
in a perfect Human Form; and thus that Death is 
ly a Continuation of Life. New * n. 223 £6 Mb, 

. V Sh * 

xv. That the State and Condition of Man * 
7 Death is according to his paſt Life in this World; and 
that the predominant Love, which he takes with him into 
the Spiritual World, continues with him for ever, and 
can never be changed to all Eternity; conſequently, that 
jf his predominant Love be good, he abides in Heaven 
to all Eternity, but if it be evil, he abides in Hell to all 
Eternity. Heaven and. Hell, n. 480, 521 to 527. True 
Chrift Rel. n. 199. Arc. Cel. n. 10596, 10749. De 


Amore Conjug. n. 524. Apoc. Explici n. 745. . 97% | 
1164, 1220. 15 e e eee ends. e Brig - 


XVI. That there is hot in dhe univerſil ee 
Fngle Angel that was created fuch at aka gor a "fingle 
| Devil 
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Devit in alt Hell, that had been created an Angel of Light, 
and was afterwards caſt out of Heaven; but that all both 
in Heaven and Hell are of the A Race, in Heaven 
ſuch as had lived in the World in heavenly Love and 
Faith, and in Hell ſuch as had lived in helliſh Love and 


Faith. Zi Judgment, n. 14. cn. and Hell, n. 360 


to * 

xv II. That Mani is not Lis in lime but 1 1 
en of Life from the Lord, who alone is Life in 
Himſelf; which Life is communicated by 1 atlux to all in 
the Spiritual World, whether in Heaven, or in Hell, 
or in the intermediate State called the World of Spirits, 
and to all in the Natural World; but is received differently 
by each, according to the Quality of the FeEXpIent, wubjcd. 
True Chri Rel. n. 470 to 474. 


i * 


XVIII. That ns hath: . to procure © 5 piwſelt 


* 


both Faith and Charity, and alſo the Life of Faith, and. 
Charity; but that nevertheleſs. Nothing; belonging to 


Faith, Nothing belonging to Charity, and Nothing belong- 


ing to the Life of each, is from Man, but from the Lord, 
amen 356 $0399 5.5 fonts” e 


J 


XK. That C Charity A Faith are mere 1 IE) 


perithable Things, unleſs. they be determined fo > Works, 


that e Charity alone, nor Faith alone e 


good Works; but that both Charity and Faith together 


are neceſſary to produce them. True Gi Ret. n. 374 
XX. 
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XX. That there are three univerſal Loves, viz. the 
Love'of Heaven, the Love of the World, and the Love 
of Self, which, when in right Subordination, make Man 

perfect; but when they are hot in right Subordination, 
that they pervert and invert — True Chriſt. Rel. n. 
394 to 405. 


XXI. That Man hath Free-will in ſpiritual Things, 
and that without this Free-will the Word would be of 
ho Manner of Uſe, and conſequently nos Church could 
exiſt; and that without Free-will in ſpiritual Things 

there would be Nothing about Man, whereby he might 
join himſelf by Reciprocation with the Lord, but God 
himſelf would be chargeable as the Author of Evil, and 
all would be mere abſolute Predeſtination, which is 
ſhocking and deteſtable. True Chriſt, Rel. n, 479 to 
155. 85 of to 248: 

XXII. That Miracles are not to be 3 at this 
Day, becadſe they carry Compulſion with them, and take 

away Man's Free-will in ſpiritual Things. True Oyriſt. 
Rel. n. 501, 849. Div. Prov. n. 130. h 


XXIII. That Repentance is the Beginning and Foun- 
dation of the Church in Man; and that it conſiſteth in a 
Man's examining not only the Actions of his Life, but 

alſo the Intentions of his Will, and in abſtaining from 
Evils, becauſe they are Sins againſt God. True Chri 2 
Ret, n. og to -" 
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XXIV. That Regeneration or the New Birth is effected 
of the Lord alone, by Chafity and Faith, during Man's 
Co-operation ; and that it is a gradual, not an inſtan- 
taneous Work, the ſeveral Stages thereof anſwering to 
thoſe of Man's natural Birth, in that he is conceived, 


carried in the Womb, brought forth, and educated, True 
Chriſt. Rel. n. 576 to 578, 583 to 586. 


XXV. That in Proportion as Man is regenerated, in 


the fame Proportion his Sins are removed; and that this 


Removal is what is meant in the Word by the Remiſſion 
of Sins. True Chrift, Rel. n. 611 to 614. 


XXVI. That all have a Capacity to be regenerated, 
becauſe all are redeemed, every one according to his 
State. True Chriſt. Rel. n. 579 to 582. 


XXVII. That both evil Spirits and good Spirits are 
attendant upon every Man; and that the evil Spirits dwell 
in, and excite his evil Affections, and that the good Spirits 


dwell in and excite his Pro Affections. True Chr. . 
Kel. n. 596, &e. 


XXVIII. That ſpiritual Temptations, which are 
Conflicts between Good and Evil, Truth and Fal hood, 
are a Means of Purification and Regeneration, and that 
the Lord alone fighteth for Man therein. 1bid. 


XXIX. That the Imputation of the Merit and Righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, which conſiſts in Redemption, is a 


Thing 
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Thing impoſſible; and that it can no more be applied 
or aſcribed to any Angel or Man, than the Creation and 
Preſervation of the Univerſe can; Redemption being a 
| Kind of Creation of the Angelic Heaven anew, and alſo 
of the Church. True Chriſt. Rel. n. 640. 

XXX. That the Imputation, which really takes Place, 
and which is maintained by the New Church from the 
Word, is an Imputation of Good and Evil, and at the 
ſame Time of Faith; and that the Lord imputeth Good 
to every Man, and that Hell imputeth Evil to every 
Man. True Chriſt. Rel. n. 643 to 646, 


- XXXI. That the Faith and Imputation of the New. 

Church cannot abide together with the Faith and Impu- 

tation of the Old Church ; and in Caſe they abide to- 

gether, ſuch a Colliſion and Conflict will enſue, as will 

prove fatal to every Thing that relates to the Church in 

Man. True Chriſt. Rel. n. yd to 649. Brief Expo 
n. 96, 103, 


XXXII. That there is not a ſingle genuine Truth 
remaining in the Old Church, but what is falſified ; and 
that herein is fulfilled the Lord's Prediction in Matthew 
xxiv. 2, that “one Stone of the Temple ſhall not be left 
upon another, that ſhall not be thrown down.” True 
Chrift. Rel. n. 174, 177, 180, 758. 


XXXIII. That now it is allowable to enter intellec- 
tually into the Myſteries of Faith, contrary ta the ruling 
Maxim in the Old Church, that the Underſtanding 
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is to be kept bound under Obedience to Faith. Trug 


Chrit. Rel. n. 185, 508. Apoc. Rev. n. 564, 914. 


- XXXIV. That external Forms of Worſhip, agreeable 


to the DoCtrines of the New Church, are neceſſary, in 
Order that the Members of the New Church may wor- 


ſhip God in One Perſon, according to the Dictates of 
their own Conſciences, and that their Acknowledgment: 


of the Lord may, by deſcending into the Ultimates, be 
confirmed, and thus their external Man act in Unity 
with their internal. Apoc. Kev. n. 533, 707. D 


Chriſt. Rel. n. ag, 55, 177» 508. 


XXXV. That the two Sacraments of Baptiſm ind 
the Holy Supper are eſſential Inſtitutions in the New 
Church, the Uſes of which are now revealed, together 


with the ſpiritual Senſe of the Word.. True Chriſt. 


; Kel. n. 667 to 730. 


XXXVI. That the Kingdom of the Lord, both in 
Heaven and on Earth, is a Kingdom of Uſes. True Chr: 15 


Rel. n. 37 459. Arc. Ciel. n. 5395. 


Fog 

XXXVII. That true Conjugal Love, which can only 
exiſt between One Huſband and One Wife, is a primary 
Characteriſtic of the New Church, being grounded in 


the Marriage of Goodneſs and Truth, and correſpanding 
with the Marriage of the Lord and his Church; and there- 


fore it is more celeſtial, ſpiritual, holy, pure, and clean, 
than any other Love in Angels or Men. De Amore 


Conjug. n. 57 to 73, 7 8 


MixvTES OF A CONFERENCE, & c. 29 


XXXVIII. That the Laſt Judgment was accompliſh- 
ed in the Spiritual World in the Year 1757; and that 
the former Heaven and the former Earth, or the Old 
Church, are paſſed away, and that all Things are become 
New. Laſt Judgment, n. 45. True Ghrift. Rel. n, 115, 
772. "we Rev. n. 886. Brief Expyſ. n 95. 


XXXIX. That Now i is the Scored Advent of the 
Lord, 'which is a Coming, not in Perſon, but in the 
Power and Glory of the Spiritual Senſe of his Holy 
Ou which 3 is Pn” True Chriſt. Rel. n. 776 to 


Toys 


| XL. That this Second Coming of the Lord is effe&- 

ed by Means of his Servant EMANUEL SWEDEN BORG, 

before whom he hath manifeſted himſelf in Perſon, and 

whom he hath filled with his Spirit, to teach the Doc- 
trines of the New Church by the Word from Him. 
Tyue Chriſt, Rel. n. 779. 


XII. That this is what is meant in the Repela- 
tion by the New Heaven and New Earth, and the New 


Jeruſalem thence deſcending, prepared as a Bride adorned 
for her Holband, THO On Rt Rel. n. . 


XIII. Phat this New Church is the Crown of all 


Churches, which have heretofore exiſted on this earthly 


Globe, in Conſequence of-it's worſhipping One Viſible 
God, in whom' is the Inviſible, as the Soul is in the 
Body. True . Rel. n. 786 to Mos e Doe B+ 
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As a Friend to the Eſtabliſhment of the 
New Church diſtin from the Old, you are hereby 
invited to the above-mentioned CONFERENCE, to be 
held in Great Eaſt Cheap, London, on Eaſter Monday 
the L3th of April next, at Nine o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing. Any Perſon within the Circle” of your Acquaint- 
ance, whom you know to be a Lover of the Truths 
contained in the Theological Writings of EMAN URL 
SWEDENBORG, and friendly to the Formation of a New 
Church, agreeable to the Doctrines contained in the 
ſaid Writings, and conſiſtent with the Plan propoſed in 
this Circular Paper, you are at Liberty alſo to invite ; 
as Nothing but the real Welfare and Promotion of the, 
New Jeruſalem Church is hereby intended ; which End, 
it is thought, may be moſt effectually anſwered by 
2 general Concurrence of the Members of the New 
Church at large. | 


Signed in Behalf of the New Church at London, 


(THOMAS WRIGHT, Preſident. 
| ROBERT HINDMARSH, Treaſurer 

and Secretary. 

I JOHN AUGUSTUS TULK.: : 

2 THOMAS WILLDON. 

CommirTEe. 4 RICHARD THOMPSON, 

CY i ISAAC HAWKINS. 

Vl i44469 | MANOAH SIBLY. 

SAMUEL SMITH. 


UAMES HINDMARSH. 


Great E af Cheap, London, 
. 7, 1788. 
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The Conference then proceeded, with a Solemnity and 
Deliberation ſuited to the Magnitude of the Occaſion, to 
take into ſerious Conſideration the various Propoſitions 
contained in the above Letter ; and after a moſt intereſt- 
ing and inſtructive Converſation on their important Con- 
| tents, the following RE SOLUTIONS were moved, and 
unanimouſly agreed to. 


RESOLUTION S. 


I. Reſoved Un ee 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Theological Works of the Hon. EMANUEI. SWEDEN - 
BORG are perfectly conſiſtent with the Holy Word, be- 
ing at the ſame Time explanatory of it's internal Senſe 
in ſo wonderful a Manner, that Nothing ſhort of Divine 
Revelation ſeems adequate thereto : That they alſo con- 
tain the Heavenly Doctrines of the New Church, ſigni- 
fed by the New Jeruſalem in the Revelation; which 
Doctrines he was enabled by the Lord alone to draw 
from the Holy Word, while under the Inſpiration and 
Illumination of his Holy Spirit. 


II. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Firſt Propoſition in the Circular Letter, afferting the 
Unity of Jehovah God, both in Eſſence and Perſon, is a 


Truth founded in, and demonſtrable from the Holy 
6 


Scriptures 


N 
N 
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Scriptures or Word of God, as well as conſiſtent with 
ſound Rationality. That this Unity implies a Three- 
fold Principle, conſiſting of Divine Love or Divine 
Good, Divine Wiſdom or Divine Truth, and the Divine 
Proceeding or Operation, which in the Word are called 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; being ſo termed by. Way 
of Accommodation to the Capacity of Man, in whom 
alſo exiſts a Trinity, though finite, of Soul, Body, and 
Operation, correſponding with the Divine and Infinite 
Trinity, which alone exiſts in the Glorified Humanity 


of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus LT 


III. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Second Propoſition, aſſerting the Nature and End of Re- 
demption, together with the Mode of it's Accompliſh- 
ment, is agreeable to the genuine Senſe of the * 
Word. | | | 


IV. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Old Church, by which is meant the preſent Chriſtian 
Church, ſo called, both as exiſting among Roman Ca- 
tholics, and among Proteſtants, of every Deſcription or 
Denomination, is at this Day arrived at it's full Period 
or Conſummation, in Conſequence of it's deſtructive 
Faith, the fatal Effects of which are enumerated. in 
the 34 to the 2150 32d, and 38th Propoſitions. 


71 


V. 1 
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V. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Faith of the Old Church is a Faith directed to Three 
Gods, the ultimate Conſequence of which is a Belief 
either that Nature is God, or that there is no God at all. 


| VI. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 


Faith of the Old Church ought to be aboliſhed from the 


Mind of every Individual, in Order that the Faith of the 
New Church may gain Admiſſion and be eſtabliſhed. 


VII. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that ſo long 
as Men adhere to, and are influenced by the Faith of the 
Old Church, fo long the New Heaven cannot deſcend 
to them, and conſequently ſo long the New Church 


Cannot be eſtabliſhed in 0 1 them. 


VIII. Reſolved ain 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that all 
Faith and Worſhip directed to any other, than to the 
One God Jeſus Chriſt in his Divine Humanity, being 
directed to a God invifible and incomprehenſible, have 
a direct Tendency to overturn the Holy Word, and to 
deſtroy every Thing ſpiritual i in the Church. 


IX. Reſolved aasee a 


That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Doctrines and Worſhip in the Old Church are highly 
dangerous to the riſing Generation, inaſmuch as they 

| E | tend 
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tend to implant in young People the Idea of Three Di- 
| vine Perſons, to which is unavoidably annexed the Idea 
of Three Gods; the Confequence whereof is ſpiritual 
Death to all thoſe who confirm themſelves in ſuch an - 


Opinion. 


* X. Reſolved U 

3 That it is the Opinion of this Conference, chat it rs 

the Duty of every true Chriſtian to train up his Chil- 
dren in the Principles and Heaventy Doctrines of the. 
New Jeruſalem Church alone, the two grand Eſſentials 
of which, as ſtated in the rſt, 23d, and 42d Propoſitions, 
are, I. That the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is the 
only God of Heaven and Earth, and that his Humanity 
is Divine. II. That in Order to Salvation, Man muſt 

live a Life according to the Ten Commandments, by 
ſhunning vile as Sins againſt God. ö 


XI. Reſolved Uzanimouſly, | 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that for 
the above Purpoſe it is expedient that a Catechiſm be 
drawn out for the Uſe of the New Church ; and that a 
Deputation from this Conference be penned to ſee he , 
ſame put into Execution. 


XII. Reſolved "Be Ban AY | | 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that a com- 
plete and total Separation from the Old Church is war- 
ranted not only from the Theological Writings of EMA- 
NUEL SWEDENBORG, but alſo from the Holy Word; 
and that this Separation ought to commence in every 
Individual, 


. ; 
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Individual, on being fully convinced of the Truth of the 
Heavenly Doctrines of the New Church, and of their 
Oppoſition to thoſe of the Old. See hd. 29, 30, 31, 
and 33. 


XIII. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that as the 
Doctrinals of the Old and New Church are in full and 
direct Oppoſition to each other; and as the Faith of 
every Church does, or ought to contain a clear, explicit, 
and dcterminate View of their Underſtanding of the 
Word ; ſo no Perſon, when once convinced of the Truth 
of the Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jeruſalem, ought 
to aſſent or conform to any of the Articles of Faith in 
the Old Church, or to Prayers directed to any other than 
to Jeu Chriſt alone. . 

XIV. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Eſtabliſhment of the New Church will be effected by a 
gradual Separation from the Old Church, in Conſe- 
quence of a rational Conviction wrought in the Minds 
of thoſe, who are in Search of Truth for the Sake of 
Truth, and who are determined to judge for themſelves 
in ſpiritual Things, without any, Regard to the Influence 
or Authority of the Clergy in the Old Church, or the 
Hopes of Preferment either in Church or State. 


= XV. Reſolved tant, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Eſtabliſhment of the New Church diſtin from the 


E 2... Old, 
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Old, is likely to be produQtive of the moſt eminent Uſes 

to Mankind at large, inaſmuch as thereby the Commu- 

nication betwixt the Angelic Heaven and the Church on 

Earth will be rendered more full and complete ; and 

_ conſequently that it is greater Charity to ſeparate from 
the Old * than to remain in it. 


XVI. Reſolved Unanimouſly, | 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Eleventh Propoſition, aſſerting the Sanctity and Divinity 
of the Word, and it's Three-fold Senſe, is abundantly 
proved in the Works of EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, by 
the cleareſt and moſt ſatisfactory Evidence from the 
Word itſelf. 


XVII. Reſolved We 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that thoſe 

Books only, which contain the internal Senſe, and are 

enumerated in the Twelfth Propoſition, ought to be re- 

ceived by the New Church as canonical, or of Divine 

Authority, inaſmuch as they treat of the Lord alone, and 
of the moſt holy Things of Heaven and the Church.“ 


XVIII. e **. 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Exiſtence of a Sun in the Spiritual World, diſtinct from 


that of the Natural World, as the primary inſtrumental 
Cauſe 


2 The other Books, which have not the internal Senſe, as well as 
thoſe which have an internal Senſe, but not in Series, are nevertheleſs 
uſeful in their Place, ſo far as they inculcate the great Doctrine of the 


Lord, and the Doctrine of ee. 
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Cauſe of Creation and Preſervation, agreeable to the 
13th and 17th Propoſitions, is highly rational to ſuppoſe, 
and at the ſame Time perfectly conſiſtent with the 2 
Wond. 


XIX. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Doctrines of the New Church concerning the Nature of 
Man's Reſurrection, his eternal State and Condition 
after Death, according to his paſt Life in this World, 
and the Seminary from whence both Heaven and Hell 
are peopled ; concerning Charity, Faith, and Good 
Works ; concerning the Order whereby Man's Life 
ought to be regulated; concerning Freewill, Repentance, 
and Regeneration ; concerning Imputation, the Exerciſe 
of the Rational Underſtanding in Matters of Faith, and 
the Neceſſity of a Life of Uſes; and concerning true 
Conjugal Love, as deſcribed in the 14th to the zoth, 
33d, 36th, and 37th Propoſitions, are Doctrines drawn 
from the pure and genuine Senſe of the Holy Word, 
and calculated, through Divine Mercy, to inſtruct, re- 
form, and bleſs Mankind. 


XX. Reſolved Unanimoully, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Working of Miracles, which was neceſſary for eſtabliſh- 
ing the firſt Chriſtian Church, is now ſuperſeded by the 
plain Manifeſtation of Divine Truth in the Holy Word, 
and the Revelation of it's internal Senſe ; the Effect 
whereof is as much ſuperiar to that of Miracles, as the 
Underſtanding is — to the bodily Eye. See Pro- 
poſition 22. XXI. Re- 
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XXI. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that it is 
agreeable to Divine Order, that the New Jeruſalem 
Church aſſume to itſelf an external Appearance, diſtin& 
from the Old Church, both in Doctrine and Worſhip ; 
but that there may be many Varieties of external Wor- 
ſhip-therein, provided they are all influenced by the ge- 
nuine DoErines of the Lord and of Charity. See Pro- 


pofetion 34. 


XXII. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that as 
Baptiſm in the Old Church' is a Baptiſm into the Faith 
of Three Gods, between which Faith and Heaven there 
can be no Conjunction; ſo Baptiſm in the New Church, 
being a Baptiſm into the Faith of One God, between 
which Faith and Heaven there is Conjunction, is highly 
neceſſary, inaſmuch as the Perſon baptized thereby takes 
upon him the Badge and Profeſſion of genuine Chriſ- 
tianity, and is at the ſame Time inſerted among Chriſ- 
tians even in the Spiritual World. See Prop. 35. 


I; It is therefore recommended to all who deſire to | 
become Members of the New Jeruſalem Church, to be 
baptized, both themſelves and their Children, in the 
Faith of that Church; and in Caſe they have already 

been baptized in the Faith of the Old Church, to be re- 
- baptized in the Faith of the New. | 


XXIII. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
| Holy 
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Holy Supper in the New Church is the moſt ſacred and 
ſolemn of all Worſhip ; but that it ought not to be re- 
ceived in the Old Church, by any who deſire to be 
Members of the New Church; becauſe this would be a 
ſolemn Acknowledgment of the Exiſtence of Three 
Gods, and that the Sum and Subſtance of Redemption 
conſiſted in the Paſſion of the Croſs, as a Satisfaction or. 
Atonement made to appeaſe the Wrath of the Father. 
See Prop. 3, 4. 7, and 35. 


XXIV. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
State of Marriage, when under the Influence of true 
Conjugal Love, is the moſt holy, chaſte, and perfect 
State, that either Men or Angels are capable of attain- 
ing ; being the very Ground or Plane which receives. 
the Influx of the Lord into his New 2 See: 
Prop. 37. 


XXV. Reſolved Unanimouſly, | 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Second Advent of the Lord, which is a Coming in the 
internal Senſe of his Holy Word, has already com- 
menced, and ought to be announced to all the World ; 
That this Advent involves two Things, namely, the Laſt 
Judgment, or Deſtruction of the Old Church, which 
- was accompliſhed in the Spiritual World in the Lear 
1757, and the conſequent Formation . or Eſtabliſhment 
Lo the New Church. bt Prop. 38 60 41. | 
XXVI. Reſoled 
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XXVI. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
true Chriſtian Religion is alone to be found in the New 
Jeruſalem Church, becauſe this is the only Church that 


acknowledges and worſhips Jeſus Chriſt alone, as Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in One Divine Perſon, and 


conſequently as the Great Jehovah, the everlaſting God 


of Heaven and Earth, in a Viſible Human Form ; which 
Church, being the Crown of all Churches, wi, ich have. 
heretofore exiſted on this Earth, will never have an End. 


XXVII. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 


That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that Men 
of every Religion or Perſuaſion throughout the whole 
World, even Pagans and Idolaters, are ſaved, after re- 
ceiving Inſtruction in the Spiritual World, provided 
they have lived a Life of Charity, according to the beſt 


of their Knowledge: That nevertheleſs the true Chrif- 


tian Religion, being founded on the Word, which is the 
Lord himſelf as to Divine Truth, is that to which all 
other Religions tend as to their Center, and from which 
they receive all their SanCtity, together with all * 


Power of Salvation. 


XXVIII. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
 _ That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
Evidence of the Truth of Chriſtianity ariſes chiefly from 
the internal Senſe of the Word; by Virtue of which 
Senſe, rationally underſtood, according to the Science of 
Correſpondences,. the New Church is in Poiſeſſion of 

6 more 
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more certain Evidence in Favour of the Chriſtian Reli- | 
gion, than it is poſlible to obtain without it. 


XXIX. Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that, not- | 
withſtanding the apparent Severity of ſome of theſe Re- a 
ſolutions, which are intended to be. directed chiefly 
aguinſt the Evils and Falſes of the Old Church, and not 
againſt the Perſons of any religious Body whatever; yet 
the greaj.t Charity ought to be maintained towards 
thoſe in the Old Church, who, being in States of Sim. 
plicity, and not confirmed in Falſes of Doctrine, are the 
Remains, out of which the Lord will build his New 
Church, on their Reception of the Heavenly Doctrines 

of the New . 5 
XXX. Reſolved ie f AS 

That it be recommended to all the Readers and PRE | 
of the Theological Works of EMANUEL SWEDEN BORG, 
both in this and other Countries, to form themſelves 
into Societies diſtin&t from the Old Church, and to 
meet together as often as convenient, to read and con- 
verſe on the ſaid Writings, and to open a general Cor- 

ien for the mutual Aſhſtance of each daher. . 

XXXI. Reſched N | 
That it is the Opinion of this Conference, that the 
 » Writings of EMANUEL SWEDENBORG are calculated to 
l Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, by making 
them loyal Subjects, Lovers of their Country, and uſeful 

Members of Society: And therefore that theſe Reſo= _ | 

lutions are not intended to militate againſt, or in the — 

| F | ſmalleſt 


/ 
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ſmalleſt Degree to annul the Civil Authority in any 
Country ; but only to emancipate Mankind from the 
mental Bondage and Slavery, wherein they have ſo long 
been held captive by the Leaders and Rulers i in the Old 
Church. 


xxXII. Reſolved Nane a 
That a GENERAL CONFERENCE of the MEMBERS 

of the New CHURCH be again held in London, on 
Eaſter Monday, the 5th of April, 1790, when, by the 
Divine Mercy of the Lord, ſuch further Matters reſpect. 
ing the Eſtabliſhment of the New Church diſtinct from 
the Old, as may at that Time appear —_ will be 
taken into ſerious Conſideration, 


Signed in Behalf of chis Conforence, 


HENRY PECKITT, of London, Prefadent. 
ROBERT BEATSON, of Rotherham , Secretary. 
AUGUST NORDENSKIOLD, from Sweden. 

| CHARLES BERNS WADSTROM, from Sweden. 
SAMUEL HANDS, of Derby. 1 

| HENRY SERVANTEY, of London. 1 

BENJAMIN BANKS, of Saliſbury. 

CHARLES HARFORD, of Liverpool. 

22 WILLDON, of London. 


JAMES CRUDEN, from Aurel, x] 5 5 
=: JOHN AUGUSTUS TULK, of Kenſington. 
I BENEDICT CHASTANIER, of London. 
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